Letters of Support Needed for AB 1642, Food Stamp Semi-Annual Simplified Reporting
Assembly Member Jim Beall has introduced AB 1642, a bill that seeks to remove millions of pages of unnecessary paperwork and increase participation in nutrition programs. The bill would move California to a semi-annual simplified reporting system for CalWORKs and the Food Stamp Program. In addition, AB 1642 supports the U.S Department of Agriculture’s recent efforts in requesting a state plan to move California to a simplified reporting system. 
The bill will be referred to the Assembly Human Services Committee, which is expected to take up the bill on April 13th. Given this fast approaching hearing date, we are asking supporters to please fax letters of support to Jim Beall, Human Services Committee Chair at (916) 319-2124 by Friday, April 2nd. Below is a sample letter that we hope will help groups write their own letters of support, please CC CFPA or send us a copy via fax at 510.433.1131. 
Please address the letter to:
The Honorable Jim Beall, Chair of the Human Services Committee 
State Capitol

P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 94249-0024

RE: Support for AB 1642, Food Stamp Semi-Annual Simplified Reporting
Dear Assembly Member Beall:
______________________ (name or your organization) writes in strong support of AB 1642, a move to semi-annual simplified reporting. As you know, this bill seeks to remove a barrier to participation in the Food Stamp Program and CalWORKs by simplifying reporting. Since California ranks at the bottom in the country for food stamp participation, California must do everything it can to not harm participation. Our current system which requires reporting on a quarterly basis is hurting participation. 
We support AB 1642 because (choose one, more, or all of the following reasons):
· Simplified Reporting has been shown to increase participation, reduce paperwork burdens for recipients and administrators, and has reduced payment error rates in 48 other states.  California and Wyoming are currently the only states who have not adopted simplified reporting. In 48 other states simplified reporting has had a positive effect on increasing participation and reducing paperwork and payment errors. 

· Now is the time, recently allocated federal funds can be used to cover the cost of reprogramming.  The Department of Defense Appropriations Act of 2010 allocated $400 million to State agencies with the intent of providing a supplement to relieve the growing strain on existing resources related to administering the program. Of these funds, California received $30 million in 100% federal funds that do not require a state match. A portion of these funds should be used to cover the reprogramming and training costs of implementing a semi-annual simplified reporting system.
· It will provide needed relief to low- income Californians and ensure that fewer people are needlessly going hungry. California’s unemployment rate reached 13.2% in January 2010, with fourteen areas in California experiencing unemployment rates above 18%. My own county is experiencing an unemployment rate of X% (insert number from this report, if you wish). During these challenging times, California families are experiencing greater need than ever. Now is the time to make sure people don’t go hungry because of unnecessary bureaucratic hurdles. The U.S. Department of Agriculture estimates that nearly 3 million eligible people in California aren’t getting food stamps. As a result, California ranks last in the nation for food stamp participation. In my community, only X% of people living below the poverty line (insert number from this report, if you wish) are getting food stamps. By removing paperwork hassles, we can improve access to food stamps and ensure food security among low- income Californians.
· It will help reclaim the $3.7 billion in federal funds that California is currently losing… and in turn, will pump millions into our struggling economy.  With 3 million people not receiving the federal funds that they are eligible for, California is missing out on over $3.7 billion in federal food stamp benefits each year.  And it’s not just eligible California families who lose out on benefits, local communities do too.  According to USDA every $1 in food stamp benefits generates $1.84 in economic activity. Research shows that increasing the dollar amount of food stamps used in the state increases state and local tax revenue.  In my county, we lose approximately $____ (insert number from this report, if you wish) in federal food stamp benefits and $____ in economic activity.  Given the high rates of food insecurity we can’t afford to lose these resources.
We urge the members of the Human Service committee to support AB 1642. 

During these challenging times California families are needier than ever. Now is the time to make sure people don’t go hungry because of unnecessary bureaucratic hurdles. California can’t continue to lose out on valuable federal nutrition resources when far too many families are struggling to put food on the table.

Sincerely,

Your Name

Your Organization

Cc:   Your own Assembly Member, if on the Human Services Committee (see committee link)
For more information contact: Alexis Fernandez at 510-433-1122 x111 or alexis@cfpa.net
